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The European Union is one of the most important players at 
as one of the most powerful actors at the international community. 
The European Community as it was formerly named in 
M e e t i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  t h e 
l e g i s l a t i v e  C o p e n h a g e n  c r i t e r i a ,
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the approach to the European integration, each of the member states and each of 
  Any European State may apply to become 
a member of EU, though applicant states must respect and promote certain 
principles,




in order to become part of the large European family. The aforementioned 
obligations of respecting and promoting liberty, democracy, respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as the rule of law, were formally 
 The Copenhagen 
 Apart from these two 
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2. The Copenhagen Criteria
2.1.  Overview
East European countries will be aiming the membership in the EU. The European 
role for the EU enlargement.
Eastern European Countries were the main points discussed at the Copenhagen 
 The political criterion 
institutions guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights and the 
respect for as well as the protection of minorities, while the economic criterion 
forces within the Union.  
membership obligations, including adherence to the aims of political, economic 
and monetary union.
acquis,  which further implies that applicant countries 
and along with the other conditions, they apply yet to this day as the main 
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appropriately incorporated in the national legislation and well implemented by 
the state institutions.  
Candidate countries must address their membership applications to the 
European Council, which shall act unanimously.  The European Commission 
shall be consulted during this procedure, while the European Parliament shall 
current situation and circumstances in meeting them.
foreign relations, embracing also the relations with the EU. 
the autonomy was abolished by the Parliament Constitutional amendments 
de jure as a 
part of the Republic of Serbia, although de facto
 The aforementioned Resolution 
status.
 which was rejected 
 Ibid.
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new member state in accordance with their constitutional internal rules.  The 
relations between Belgrade and Pristina was established as a pre condition for 
both countries in order to continue their path towards the membership in the 
 
a step closer to the EU, Republic of Serbia starting the negotiations for the 
the membership process of the both countries. 
2.3.  Political criteria
The respect for the democratic principles, the rule of law, human rights 
internationally prominent principles. They constitute the guiding principles of 
the democratic world nowadays, where all democratic states aim to categorically 
United Nations,
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Act  and the Charter of Paris for a New Europe
these principles important for the world welfare, peace and prosperity.
The EU as one of the major players of the international community is 
enlargement.  The EU categorically promotes these principles in the wider 
world. Therefore, for a country to be able to join the EU, such principles must be 
The political criteria are the basic and the most important criteria for EU 
that the European Council could decide to open negotiations with a country 
 But, what is the main core of these criteria and how 
progress toward meeting these criteria. 
institutions guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights and respect, 
as well as the protection of minorities.  
2.3.1. Democracy
elections as the main institute in implementing the democracy.  Assessments 
 
 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on a 
feasibility study for a Stablisation and Association Agreement between the European Union 
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of the current legal system. Although the new Criminal Code which entered 
best election practices of the EU, as well as the implementation in line with the 
 The new electoral reform would greatly 
contribute and guarantee to a certain degree, free and democratic elections, as 
one of the main principles of the democracy.
The principle of separation of powers guaranteed by the Constitution of the 
 remains unguaranteed completely. The judicial power 
 or 
effort to build independent, impartial and strong democratic institutions. This 
agriculture, social assistance, culture and education remains low.
 
balances.  
2.3.2. The Rule of Law
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 The second dimension of the 
one of the most corrupted countries of the World, according to the Transparency 
International.  
 Although it can be 
 the state institutions still are 
 Therefore, 
needs budgetary resources as well as strong institutions with professional staff. 
legislation and guaranteeing the rule of law. A law without implementation is 
completely useless.
 Although the 
judicial reform was established, with the adoption of the new court system  and 
 with the aim of reducing 
apart from the implementation, also the security and protection of judges and 
prosecutors, witnesses and plaintiffs.  Regarding the implementation of the 
 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on a 
feasibility study for a Stablisation and Association Agreement between the European Union 
 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on a 
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2.3.3. Human Rights and Protection of Minorities
international human rights agreements and instruments.  
against the journalists, LGBT community and religious sites.
that particularly the freedom of religion, along with other fundamental rights 
prioritise the proper implementation of the legislation guaranteeing these rights. 
disabilities rights.  
 Ibid.
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ministers from the minorities.
points regarding this matter.
the war.
Church.
Plan,  as well as adopt secondary implementing legislation to protect the 
minorities.   
subchapter.
2.4.  Legislative Criteria
The sui generis
European law and the European studies in general. Although, the EU is not 
to the states, which determine and apply the common public policies of the EU 
member states. The main sources of the EU law are: a) Treaties; b) EU legislation 
interpretation; d) International law; and e) The general principles of law.  The 
body of law accumulated by the EU comprise the acquis communautaire. The 
 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on a 
feasibility study for a Stablisation and Association Agreement between the European Union 
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acquis many years before the accession. This is 
(drafting, public consultation, assessment of budgetary costs and adoption by 
the acquis
the EU acquis.
which further implies that the acquis is being transposed in proper way. Another 
the process of legal drafting.
acquis. On the 
complaint, partially compliant, non compliant or not applicable), between the 
legislation compliance with the acquis
important matter for the discussion in this regard. This is related to the state 
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of the acquis
adopting and implementing certain laws to guarantee these freedoms after the 
safety legislation. Alignment with the acquis
 
legislation for waste management at the early stage. The amendment of the 
 
interception of telecommunications. Implementation is seen as the greatest 
challenge also in this area.  
3. Conclusions
they were introduced at the Copenhagen European Council conclusions.  
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acquis and adopt new laws to 
the laws in line with the acquis
mostly in adopting implementing legislation as well as implement properly the 
membership, needs to meet also the other two criteria, which due to the limits 
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